


Davos 2023: Topics

De-Globalization or Re-Globalization?

The ties that bind the world economy together have frayed in recent 
years. Has globalization reached the end of the line or is a resurgence 
on the cards?
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Mastering New Energy Economics

Energy systems have experienced a series of shocks, forcing many 
governments to step in to protect citizens and companies from 
skyrocketing prices while scrambling to shore up national energy 
security.

As decisions-makers worldwide strive to craft energy strategies for the 
year ahead, how can they reconcile energy resilience, affordability and 
sustainability?
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In Defence of Europe

Following last year's landmark Versailles summit bolstering Europe’s 
defense capabilities and Denmark’s successful referendum to join 
Europe’s defense policy, are we witnessing the birth of a European 
defense union?
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Staying Ahead of a Recession

With the risk of a recession in 2023 continuing to loom over major 
economies, what steps can leaders take to make a potential recession 
as short and as shallow as possible?
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Decarbonization: An Insurmountable Challenge?

Purchasing commitments offer the potential to create new markets for 
innovative clean technologies, sending demand signals to enable the 
upfront investment and development of green products critical to the 
net-zero transition of economies.

What are the additional policy and financial levers needed to reduce 
the risk premiums associated with new and nascent technologies?
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China’s Next Chapter

Following the 20th party congress, what are the key economic and 
political decisions affecting China's global government and business 
relations?
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Travelling Again, Differently

In the first seven months of 2022, tourism arrivals reached almost 60% 
of pre-pandemic levels, with a surge of demand following border 
reopenings around the world.

How are leaders transforming their organizations and practices to 
ensure the sector can channel this uptick towards a more resilient and 
sustainable tourism future?
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Special Message from Olena Zelenska, First Lady of Ukraine
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Ukraine: What Next?

Nearly one year since the start of the war, Ukraine has surpassed all 
expectations in its ability to defend itself against Russia.

What is the outlook for the conflict and horizons for Ukraine’s post-war 
reconstruction?
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End Plastic Pollution: Multilateral Cooperation at its Best

Every minute, one garbage truck of plastic waste is dumped into the 
ocean. The UN Treaty on Plastic Pollution seeks to create a legally 
binding treaty to end such pollution on a global scale, in the most 
significant multilateral environment deal since the Paris Agreement.

From production to design to disposal, what actions are needed by all 
sectors to ensure an ambitious agreement?
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Brazil: A New Roadmap

From a global economic slowdown to domestic demands, the 
challenges facing the new Brazilian government are significant but also 
present great opportunities.
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Economics of Women’s Health

Investing in women’s health will potentially contribute to economic and 
social development, not only for individual women but also for their 
families, communities, and societies.

Why do gendered health and well-being gaps continue to persist and 
what policies and actions are needed to improve the situation?
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Unpacking the Polar Crisis

The poles are warming up to four times faster than the rest of the 
planet, destabilizing permafrost, ancient glaciers and sea ice. As such, 
the Arctic and the Antarctic are the Earth’s "canary in the coalmine".

Explore the connection between the health of the poles and the health 
of the planet and how Indigenous communities are promoting 
harmony with nature in their way of life.
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Data Collaboration: Lessons from the Field

In the face of global shocks and fragmented systems, collaboration is 
essential to unlock the value of data for society.

What examples of data collaboration for public good can be scaled 
internationally and applied across domains?
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Thinking the Unthinkable: The Risk of Nuclear Confrontation

The risk of nuclear proliferation, and even confrontation, has re-
emerged. With threats escalating from Russia, arms testing increasing 
on the Korean Peninsula and prospects for a nuclear deal with Iran 
uncertain, how can leaders keep nuclear capabilities in check and 
prevent the unthinkable from happening?
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The Clear and Present Danger of Disinformation

How can the public, regulators and social media companies better 
collaborate to tackle disinformation, as information pollution spreads 
at unprecedented speed and scale?
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War in Europe: Year 2

What are the policy pathways to take and the points of vulnerability to 
address in Europe in the coming year as it grapples with the 
multidimensional effects of the war in Ukraine?
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Generative AI

As artificial intelligence moves from analyzing existing data to creating 
new text, images and videos, how will these improvements shift the 
augmentation versus automation debate and what implications will it 
have for industries?
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Infrastructure for a Clean Energy Economy

From hydrogen to metals mining and processing to battery production, 
the transition to more sustainable, accessible and productive energy 
systems depends on the availability of critical materials and the 
enabling infrastructure.

How can it be galvanized against geopolitical, supply chain and 
technological vulnerabilities?
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A Conversation with Henry Kissinger: Historical Perspectives on War
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Protecting Cyberspace amid Exponential Change

The confluence of rising cyberattacks and a complex geopolitical 
backdrop creates an increasingly challenging environment for decision-
makers to predict, prioritize and respond to cyber risks.

How can leaders foster a more secure and resilient digital ecosystem to 
prepare for future cyber shocks?



Davos 2023: Topics

Latin America, Analysed

New political shifts in Latin America are increasing attention on the 
region, while polarization and a challenging economic outlook are 
putting a strain on its capacity to deliver on social, economic and 
political expectations.

What are the key transformations taking place in region, and how can it 
succeed in the current context, proving forecasters wrong and coming 
out stronger?
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America (Un)Bound

What can we expect from a reshaped legislative landscape in the 
United States as it relates to domestic and foreign policy?
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Why We Need Battery Passports

Batteries power the energy transition to a sustainable future but require 
critical minerals, the extraction of which comes with environmental and 
human rights risk, including child labor.

How can a battery passport contribute to protecting human rights, 
safeguarding the environment and informing consumer decision-making?



Davos 2023: Topics

State of the Pandemic

How can the world shift its COVID-19 strategy from pandemic response 
to endemic management and close the persistent gaps in access to 
diagnostics, therapeutics and health services?

The Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention believes 
18 per cent of the population have been infected, after Beijing 
U-turned on its controversial zero Covid policy last month.
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The Pulling Power of ASEAN

ASEAN’s role as a mediator amid intensifying geo-economic 
competition and as a “center of gravity” for bringing together 
otherwise incompatible powers cannot be underestimated in the 
fragmented global landscape.

How can ASEAN contribute to global stability and prosperity while 
simultaneously pursuing further integration and unity within the 
region?
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The Electric Decade

The 2020s have to be the electric decade. Globally, by 2030, clean 
power capacity must increase by three times what it is today. Energy 
consumption too must become increasingly based on electricity, from 
the current 20% share to 50% or more by 2050.

From infrastructure to industry consumption transformation, what 
levers are needed to accelerate this transition?
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Don't Let Greenwashing Fears Stall Credible Action

Investors in natural ecosystems face hard choices to ensure credible 
outcomes at scale, given the rapid action needed to stabilize Earth 
systems and legitimate concerns of greenwashing.

How can data, regulation and Indigenous knowledge spur investors to 
channel resources towards quality conservation and restoration at 
scale?
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How to Prevent Lost Learning

More than 65% of countries have cut education budgets in the wake of 
competing priorities from the health, economic and energy crises, 
undermining prospects for growth and dimming the chances of 
reaching the Sustainable Development Goal for education by 2030.

From new funding models to reimagining physical learning spaces, 
what bold and innovative steps can business and government take to 
turn the education crisis into opportunity?
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The Economy of a Super-Ageing Society

Between 2015 and 2050, the proportion of the world's population aged 
over 60 will nearly double from 12% to 22% and, by 2050, 80% of older 
people will be living in low- and middle-income countries.

How can we prepare for the transformative effects of a super-ageing 
society?
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Moving Towards Nutrition Security

Over time one major food crisis has almost been solved – most people 
around the world now have access to food for a low cost.

How will the next phase of the food security challenge, ensuring that 
people also get nutrition, be solved?
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Press Conference: How to Build a Metaverse for All

This press conference will announce the first, and long-awaited, 
outputs of the Defining and Building the Metaverse Initiative: highly 
anticipated briefing papers on Interoperability in the Metaverse from 
the governance track of the project, and Demystifying the Consumer 
Metaverse from the value creation track.
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Achieving Responsible Production and Consumption

The global consumer class is projected to grow to more than 5 billion 
people over the next 10 years, driving a 50% increase in consumer 
spending. To meet this demand responsibly, production and 
consumption models must be environmentally sustainable and 
promote societal well-being.

What are the practical approaches needed to achieve a responsible 
future for production and consumption?
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Putting Health at the Heart of Climate Action

Climate change has a direct impact on physical and mental health, with 
more than half of known infectious diseases worsened by rising 
temperatures and 20 million individuals displaced each year as a result 
of weather-related events.
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Investing in AI, with Care

As early backers of technology, investors wield great influence over 
which technologies are more likely to see the light of day. There is an 
opportunity for investors to work closely with their investee companies 
to ensure benefits are maximized and risks are mitigated, especially in 
technologies like AI.

What metrics and tools can investors use to guide and shape 
investments in trusted and responsible technology systems?
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A New Reality: Building the Metaverse

While the metaverse is still in its infancy, investment in its development 
has accelerated with top global players investing an estimated $180 
billion in the past few years. The technology's development is 
dependent on research, innovation, investment and policy.

How can a safe, accessible and economically viable metaverse be 
operationalized?
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Building Momentum towards COP28

This briefing provides a roadmap of the key priorities and actions ahead 
of and during COP28 under the Presidency of the United Arab Emirates.
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Revolutionizing Food Security

From production to processing and packaging and to distribution and 
logistics, food systems are being shaped and reimagined.

What breakthrough technology and innovation ideas could 
revolutionize consumption patterns in the future?



Davos 2023: Topics

A Living Wage for All

A globally implemented living wage could generate $4.6 trillion in 
additional GDP each year through increased productivity and spending.

Amid a worsening cost of living crisis, what would it take to radically 
reimagine a world with living wages for all?
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Biotech (R)evolution

As the biotech revolution continues to unfold, there is a landscape of 
potential for these technologies in medicine, food and materials.

What are the most investable technologies for industry deployment in 
the next decade?
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Special Address by Volodymyr Zelenskyy, President of Ukraine

https://www.weforum.org/events/world-economic-forum-
annual-meeting-2023/sessions/special-address-by-volodymyr-
zelenskyy-president-of-ukraine-068bdf6a88
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AI for Climate Adaptation

The deepening climate crisis calls for urgent action on climate adaption 
and climate mitigation. AI can be leveraged for adaptation use cases 
such as wildfire prediction, modelling climate threats for businesses, or 
migration due to extreme weather.

What are the most promising AI applications to drive action on climate 
adaptation?
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Introducing Ukraine’s Peace Formula

Ukraine has surprised the world in its defense of its sovereignty.

Join this session to hear the Head of the Presidential Administration of 
Ukraine, Andrey Yermak, on a proposal for peace for his country.
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30x30 Ambition: Next Steps after Montreal

With the adoption of a new Global Biodiversity Framework in Montreal 
last month, 196 countries committed to protecting at least 30% of 
Earth’s lands, inland waters, coastal areas and ocean by 2030 to ensure 
that natural capital is sustained for inter-generational prosperity. It is 
estimated that $140 billion in annual financing will be required.

What are the economic approaches and innovative financing 
arrangements needed to deliver on this bold ambition?
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Between Liquidity and Fragility: Reforming in MENA

While some countries in the Middle East and North Africa are expected 
to be fast-growing, others are grappling with rising food and energy 
prices, an appreciating dollar and dwindling fiscal space.

How can the region maintain its momentum for structural reforms to 
advance a more inclusive and sustainable economic future?
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The Earth Data Revolution

The world produces more than 100 terabytes of earth observation data 
every day. The volume and variety of datasets as well as the speed and 
veracity in which data is received will transform the way we analyze 
information, set policies and make decisions.

What are the promising possibilities and partnerships to harness data 
for climate insights and action?
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The Age of Net-Zero Energy Technologies

The global energy mix remains highly carbonated despite efforts to 
date and the existence of key energy solutions that can make a 
difference in addressing the energy and climate crises.

How can we best leverage established and emerging energy 
technologies to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050?
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100 Days to Outrace the Next Pandemic

Creating safe and effective vaccines in 100 days is estimated to give 
economies and societies a chance of containing the next outbreak 
before it spreads. What will it take to get there? Join this session to 
learn how the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) is 
accelerating the development of vaccines and enabling equitable 
access during outbreaks.
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Deployment in the Industrial Metaverse

The next era of the internet is fast approaching in the form of the 
metaverse, an immersive, interoperable and synchronous digital world. 
In the industrial metaverse, unique opportunities will arise from the 
convergence of artificial intelligence, digital twins, data and robotic 
technologies.

How can industrial leaders maximize the benefits of the metaverse, 
while avoiding its disruptive potential?
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The Four-Day Week

Recent large-scale experiments suggest that workers’ hours can be cut 
without a corresponding drop in output.

Can the four-day work week address some of the most urgent 
problems in the 21st-century world of work?
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From Mass Data to Mass Insights

New technologies to generate insights without exposing the underlying 
data is ushering in a new era for value creation in the digital economy.

From mapping the genome to reducing the carbon footprint, how can 
business leaders unlock value from data collaboration at scale?
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Space Exploration is Back

Humanity is entering a new era of space exploration with human 
beings set to return to the Moon soon and robotic missions to other 
planets.

What exciting new discoveries in the solar system might we uncover 
this decade that could change how we view our planet and what kind 
of public-private partnerships will be needed to get us there?
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In the Name of National Security

How can we ensure that the ever expanding domain of dual-use 
technologies, services and products does not stifle human progress?
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Investigating the Universe

Many mysteries related to the structure of the universe and its 
evolution remain. Join Fabiola Gianotti, Director-General of CERN (the 
European Organization for Nuclear Research), as she unravels how 
investigating the universe at the most fundamental level drives 
technological innovation and fosters collaboration across borders.
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Ocean 20: Building a Sustainable Blue Economy

The ocean connects all of us. It provides transport for 90% of global 
trade, is the backbone of the internet and creates jobs for more than 3 
billion people. The launch of the Ocean 20 agenda under the G20 
Presidency of Indonesia provides a platform for collective action on 
generating a sustainable ocean economy.

This discussion provides the science-business-policy lens on the 
pressures confronting the ocean and identifies the areas for 
responsible stewardship.
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Keeping Faith

Faith leaders have long been at the forefront of promoting freedom 
and collaboration through their wide and deep global networks.

In the face of increasing social vulnerabilities, where, and how, can 
faith, business and other leaders intersect to hold space for shared 
freedoms?
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Finding the Right Balance for Crypto

The boom and bust in the crypto markets, compounded by the 
dramatic volatility in 2022, has left many with questions about the 
future of blockchain innovation.

What would it take to craft sufficiently robust regulation to realize the 
benefits of digital currencies while ensuring positive macroeconomic 
and societal outcomes?
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Unlocking Employment for Refugees

With an unprecedented number of refugees forced to flee their homes, 
labor markets need to respond swiftly.

How can business and government work together to create 
employment opportunities for refugees?
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Ready for Brain Transparency?

The promise of neurotechnology to improve lives and to gain insight 
into the human brain is growing.

How can we uphold data privacy and personal freedom as we make 
strides towards a world of brain transparency?
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The Different Roads to Energy Transition

Energy security, affordability and sustainability are cornerstones of a 
successful energy transition.

In a time of stifled supply, slow emission reduction and discrepancies in 
energy access between advanced and developing economies, how can 
a globally inclusive energy transition be accelerated?
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Mapping Russia’s Trajectories

Russia’s economy is predicted to contract by up to 6% in 2022 – even in 
a context of record energy prices.

What are the key scenarios for Russia in 2023 in its economy, domestic 
politics and military posture?
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What Next for Monetary Policy?

A dramatic period of surging inflation led to the sharpest tightening of 
monetary policy in decades. Is a radical rethink by central banks 
required, or do current targets and toolkits suffice?
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AI and White-Collar Jobs

Recent breakthroughs in machine learning mean that increasingly 
complex cognitive tasks and creative production can be automated.

Are the implications of these developments being overstated, or are we 
approaching an inflection point and a new disruptive era for knowledge 
workers?
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Transforming Medicine, Redefining Life


